
Red Carpet Invitational

Director Information—much of this is updated, please read carefully.  THANKS!
******Please visit www.bigbluebands.com and download and print the color campus 
map.  It will not fax effectively due to the color shading. ***** 
1.
Parking:  Bus and equipment truck parking will be in the lot in front of the school 
on the North end.  Busses and trucks will be parked together by school.  No cars 
are allowed to park in this area (see campus map).

2.
You will take the second entrance into campus.  Please proceed to the 
Welcome/Information Booth.  Here, you will check-in.  Pick-up name badges for 
your staff and other information we may have for you. Make sure you proof-read 
your announcers sheet, which is based on the info you sent us.  You may pencil in 
any changes or errors before it is sent to the announcer.  Each bus-rider will have 
his/her hand stamped at the Welcome Booth/Regristration area.  Bus chaperones 
will be admitted free with the hand stamp.

3.
Stadium Gates (see campus map):  The west gate, nearest Hwy 27 is where bands 
enter.  Bands will exit the field to the RIGHT on the visitor’s side, if you’re on the 
field facing the press box.  Upon exiting the stadium at the gate near the field 
house, please proceed around the road back to the bus parking lot.  
4.
“Pit” equipment:  We can provide equipment for transporting your 
equipment and 
props to the field if you need it.   
5.
Chaperones:  Bus chaperones will be admitted free with the hand-stamp.  A 
maximum of 4 chaperones per bus and/or equipment truck are allowed to get a 
stamp.  Other guests will pay General Admission of $5.00.

6.
Warm-up:  There are two warm-up areas.  You will have 30 minutes in these 
areas.  Please point your instruments away from the stadium (see campus map).

7.
There will be a water booth for your students to get a drink of water on the way 
from the warm-up area to the staging area.  Please make sure your students get 
water and keep moving.  There will be a trash can toward the stadium.  There is 
15 minutes between warm-up and performance time.  

8.
Band Guides:  Two band guides will meet you at your busses to escort you to 
your warm-up area.  The guides will let you know when you have 5-minutes left 
in warm-up.  They will then accompany you to your performance, back to 
your 
busses, then to your assigned seating area in the stadium.  Please let them 
know


if you need anything.  They’re there for you.
9.
Show length will be 5-minute minimum and 12 minute maximum.  You may play 
a 30-second warm-up on the sidelines or end-zone if you’d like.  After your 
warm-up, the band has moved in to position, and the drum major is facing the 
press-box, the announcer will state:  “_______________ Band, you may take the 
field in Festival Competition.”  Timing will start on the first organized sound after 
the band has been announced and stop at the logical conclusion of the show.  A 
Timing violation will result in the Overall Band Rating Being lowered one 
Division.

10.
Judges are:







Music Performance
Terry Ingram

Music Performance
Floyd Stevens


Visual Performance
Mark Metz


Visual Performance
Keith Overton


Visual Effect

Tim Willis

Music Effect

Ward Durrett

Percussion:

Jason Baker

Color Guard:

Artis Kilchrist

Drum Major:

David White
11.
Seating:  Bands will have assigned seating in the stadium.  Your guide will escort 
you to this area after your performance.  Students are to sit only in assigned areas.  
We ask that everyone remain seated and quiet during performances, so that each 
band may be adjudicated fairly.  Stadium ushers will be available to help you and 
to insure moving in the stands is kept to a minimum.  

12.
Exhibition:  Warren Central, Hinds, and Delta State will perform exhibition.  
These bands will not be eligible for awards.
13.
Awards Ceremony:


While Delta State Band performs, please send representatives of your band 
to the track on home side of the stadium.  Immediately after the last 
performance, these students may position themselves on the front sideline facing 
the press box.  The first awards announced will be the Ratings (I, II, III, or IV).  
Bands 
and auxiliary units receiving a Superior-Rating will receive a trophy.  
The next awards will be the overall (regardless of band class) top 3 
percussion sections, color-guards, and drum-major/s.  The band with the highest 
score in each class will receive the “Best in Class” trophy.  The final 
award 
will be the “Grand Champion,” awarded to the band with the highest combined 
band, 
color-guard, and percussion score.  Your judge’s tapes, score sheets, and 
video 
will be 
given to your band representatives at this time, also.  Scoring (see 
enclosed judge’s sheets).
14.
Uniform Change:  Dressing areas available will be for color guard only (see 
campus map).  Restrooms are available where indicated.  There are more 
restrooms located underneath the home-side stands and in the back of the visitor’s 
side concession, as well as the end of the field house on the visitor’s side.

15.
Hospitality Room:  We are offering directors and judge’s food, drink, and a cool, 
quiet place to sit and/or visit.  This is located in the band hall building (see 
campus map).  You may enter through the single glass door on your left just past 
the main home-side ticket gate.  Look for a sign on the door (and see map).  
Restrooms in this building are reserved for directors/judges, and are only 
accessible through the hospitality room.
16.
Concession:  Our concession stand will offer pizza, hamburgers, hot-dogs, 
sausage-dogs, fried chicken-tenders, fries, nachos, candy, soft-drinks, bottled-
water, popcorn, and other items. It is located beneath the home stands.  We 
are also offering an advance meal order option.  Just fax in the enclosed order 
form if you’d like to do this, and pay upon your arrival at the Welcome Booth.

17.
Fear Nothing Music Gear (clothing, novelties) will be available for purchase.

18.
We will provide one 110volt A/C outlet on the center, front sideline.  If you need 
more outlets than that, you will need to supply your own power.

19.
Our booster club is selling a 100-page program book.  Your band has at least a 
half-page add with your history and accomplishments.  It costs $5.00

20.
Mark Johnson, of Mississippi Music will have a repair booth set up just past the 
registration/welcome booth in case you have an “instrument emergency” during 
the day.

21.
We are planning to have a “critique” immediately after the awards ceremony. I 
hope you can make room for this on your trip itinerary. I will send and post on our 
web-site a schedule and guidelines for this.  Even if you all participate, it should 
take less than an hour.  This will offer a chance for you to briefly speak to 
the  
judges face-to-face concerning improving your band.   

We are looking forward to a tremendous Band Festival.  Hopefully things will go well, good words will spread, and the contest will grow.  We have intended to hire judges that will make positive comments to help you and your students improve.  In the event of bad weather, please keep your mobile-phone available so we can give you updates on the contest status.  We hope you have a great experience at the Red Carpet Invitational and safe travels.  If we can do anything to assist you further, please contact us at the numbers below.

Sincerely, 




office:  601-631-2864 (leave a message)






Home:  601-661-5727







E-mail:  arendale1@bellsouth.net


Alan Arendale




mobile:  601-529-0088



